

Meeting Minutes of the

SCRTTC Legislative Committee

Location:
6860 Cherry Avenue



Long Beach, CA

Place:
Jackson Transit Facility
Time:
9:30 am

Date:

December 9, 2004

Attendees:
Alan Fox



Bob Hildebrand, Gardena Bus Lines



Brynn Kernaghan, Long Beach Transit



Dana Lee, Long Beach Transit



David Feinberg, Santa Monica’s Big Blue Bus



David Reyno, Foothill Transit



Jim Ditch, Long Beach Transit



Lynne Miller, Long Beach City College



Rolando Cruz, Long Beach Transit



Stephanie Negriff, Santa Monica’s Big Blue Bus

Conf Call:
Marissa Yeager, Metropolitan Transportation Authority



Barry Engleberg, Orange County Transit Authority



Nina Babiarz, College of the Desert



Manchi Yi, Montebello Bus Lines



Mike Kushner, ITSA, Washington DC



Dave Stumpo, APTREX Institute

I.
Introductions

Stephanie Negriff of Santa Monica’s Big Blue Bus chaired the meeting, and Dana Lee lead the introductions.

II.
Grant Update

Lynne Miller gave an update on the Industry Driven Regional Collaborative (IRDC).  No new news on expanded funding of the IDRC Grant.  If a pool of money becomes available the application can be updated and resubmitted to the pool for funding.

The project will more than likely not be funded this fiscal year.  David and Dana updated the group on the 2004 Appropriations request for $750,000 (originally $2M) that was reduced as a result of working closely with Feinstein and Boxer’s office.  The lesser amount is more reflective of the business need for the coming year.  Dave Feinberg updated the Committee on potential funding sources.  Marianne Kim, Santa Monica’s Big Blue Bus, was unable to make the presentation but is currently reviewing grant opportunities for transportation funds and federal dollars as well.  

Dave Stumpo compiled a report on potential funding sources.  However, some of them were not feasible, i.e., some funds could not be used for needs analysis studies.  The funding sources that were most promising were:

1. Community Transportation Development Center (Pennsylvania)

2. Department of Labor Business Solutions Group

3. Federal Appropriations Requests

4. ITA America Grant

5. FIPSE (Funds for Instructional Improvement of Post-Secondary Education)

6. Industry Driven Regional Collaborative Grant (SCRTTC 41 of 80)

7. National Transit Institute (Transit agencies receive money for teaching these courses)

8. Private Foundations (pending tax exemption status)

9. Workforce Investment Act Funds (The SF Transit Center Career Ladder Partnership was created with the TWU and Muni who received $500,000 in 2003.  Suzanne Korey (SFCC) is a good contact person on these funds.

10. Lynne Miller – Department of Labor:  ETA (Employment Training Agency) is a good fit

Jim Ditch discussed the kick-off for training funds as they relate to the MTA and OCTA.  He inquired about the possibility of allocating MTA/OCTA funds to the Consortium through the bus procurement process for bus maintenance training development.  Barry Engleberg will consult with OCTA contracts department and Marissa Yeager has also sent a memo MTA’s capital planning department; they will report back to the Consortium at the next meeting.  OCTA Lobbyists, however, will include the Consortium in their lobbying efforts.

Alan Fox discussed where the Consortium is from an organizational standpoint, and the importance of sharing information and being on the same page as it relates to funding.  The meeting minutes are an important communication tool for disseminating information to members of the Consortium so that they are fully abreast of actions taken and progress made by the group.

Alan also gave an update on the Consortium tax status.  A first draft of the application has been approved.  However, the final application has not been submitted to the IRS.  Careful consideration must be given to Consortium tax status.  There are categories other than 501 c (3) that the Consortium could be placed in.  We must ensure that our tax status gives potential donors the tax deduction for contributions and grants they have given to the organization.  A tax status such as 501 c (6), for example, is not what we want.

Nina Babiarz , College of the Desert, made a comment on archiving the conference calls and meeting minutes through the telephone conferencing system.  She can facilitate this function with forty-eight hours advance notice and believes this would be helpful - Alan agreed.

Stephanie discussed the upcoming briefing with Frank Roberts, Chairman of the MTA Board.  It is scheduled for Monday, December 13, 2004 following the MTA Board Meeting in the Chairman’s conference room, located on the 3rd floor of the MTA building downtown.   With the exception of Chairman Roberts’ involvement with community college districts and his background in engineering, we don’t have much information.  Stephanie will be unable to attend the Board Meeting due to a prior commitment.  She will check with the City Manager and possibly be able to leave her scheduled retreat early to attend the Board Meeting.  The meeting with Frank Roberts may be rescheduled altogether.

During her recent trip to Washington DC, Stephanie also met with Boxer, Feinstein and Waxman’s office, but didn’t get a sense of priority.  Chris Thompson, Feinstein’s office, confirmed it was not enough to have training on the agenda without giving it some kind of priority.  Focus should also be placed on other transit agencies and community college districts that are developing similar projects, and even agencies that have completed their projects and have them up and running.

Stephanie expressed concern that the Consortium was not going far enough in presenting our agenda.  It is not enough just “to be on the agenda.” There must be a focused effort.  It was suggested that we develop a fact sheet, which would possibly include:


=> What the dollars will be used for; 


=> Importance of Training (LNG/CNG);


=> Our legislative connection;


=> Out objective as a Consortium membership

Santa Monica has prioritized the Consortium in its 2005 appropriations.  Waxman’s office said that if the Consortium can show regional significance by being some agency’s #1 priority, it carries more weight in DC.  We should stress the need to have programs that provide training.  Mike Kessler informed the group that he is very optimistic about future help from the FHWA.  They were extremely impressed with the work the Consortium has done thus far; they have set money aside to continue funding next year; and they are expanding their Capacity Building Program.  The Consortium would like each member/transit agency to approach their individual representatives and encourage them to focus on this project as a priority in their budget for the upcoming year.  Mike Kushner will develop the fact sheet based on the Business Plan and recent accomplishments for review of the Committee.

III.
FY06 Appropriations Request

Dana handed out the Fiscal Year 2006 Appropriations Request as proposed.  The application must be submitted in January.  A trip is planned to Washington DC the first week of February.  Meetings will be held Wednesday and Thursday (February 2nd and 3rd) and members will travel on Tuesday, February 1st.

MTA has a full time lobbyist in Washington DC and Marissa will check to see if he is available that week.  She also recommended a future governor’s office briefing because of the governor’s involvement in alternative fuels.  The Consortium needs to solicit letters of support from the CTA Executive Committee, and other transit organizations for our briefing with State Assembly representatives.

Dana discussed the possibility of the Consortium retaining a lobbyist in Washington, DC.  Reauthorization may be opened up again at the beginning of the year, and the Consortium may have an opportunity to get a request in.  A lobbyist would be able to help with this effort, as well as give the SCRTTC a presence in DC.  Santa Monica’s Big Blue Bus has a lobbyist for its efforts on Charter Reform that might be a good possibility.  Stephanie and David will check this out. 

Jim Ditch gave an update on the National Cleveland Convention, Keystone Development Project.  Rolando Cruz attended the convention, and will provide a report to the Committee. It was hosted by the ATU and TWU who currently provide training for incumbent workers, and are developing national standards and goals (like Pennsylvania as a Partnership).  Their goal is to gather all programs together, and develop future programs.  It seems as though the Community Transportation Development Center (led by Brian Turner) may wish to join together with the SCRTTC.  This is a notion that must be further investigated and discussed with Jim Ditch and with the Executive Committee.  Jim will speak in more detail with Brian Turner in the coming month.
Stephanie requested reports from all the members regarding their action towards increasing the Consortium’s funding requests on each agency’s list of priority advocacy efforts, and that all members go to their representatives and request that the Consortium project be placed as a priority in their planning and budgetary process.  She will send an e-mail to the appropriate people in Washington and Sacramento to summarize our discussions and request their participation.

The next meeting of the SCRTTC Legislative Committee will be held _______________________________________________.
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