Southern California Regional Transit Training Consortium (SCRTTC)

Legislative Affairs Task Force Meeting Minutes 

 

January 13, 2003, 2:30-4pm

Long Beach Transit

6860 Cherry Avenue, Long Beach
 

Present

Alan Fox, Kerensa Schill, Paul Condran, David Reyno, Dan Encinas, Melissa Infusino, Jim Ditch, Dana Lee, Brynn Kernaghan, Lynne Miller, Mark Anderson, Phil Walker, Rich Wong, Tamiko Hirano, Jaime Becerra, David Feinberg, Dennis Kobata, Bob Hildebrand, Robert Chavez, Dan Gomez and Dayle Withers.

 

Update (Jim Ditch)
 

FHWA-ITS America funding for FY 04 is still delayed until the Appropriations bill is  finalized. We hope to receive between $60,000 and $100,000 in late February or early March.

 

Joint meeting of educational institutions and bus operators in the Consortium to be called for early February to discuss the organizational structure of the Consortium, which would include a Steering Committee as well as Organizational, Legislative and Planning Subcommittees. Date to be announced.

 

Meeting Objectives (Melissa Infusino) 

·          Refine appropriations request amount and uses;

 No objections were voiced in proceeding with the proposed appropriations request.

 Nor were any objections voiced in submitting support for Consortium’s appropriations request to Mobility 21.

 Discussion regarding the types of technologies to be targeted with the newly developed training was discussed. It was recommended that decision be taken up by the (to be developed) Steering Committee.

 Concern regarding overall dollar amounts, both expressing that the draft request was for too much or that it could be for too little.  The group agreed to adjust this as additional feedback was received from operators as well as from Congressional representatives.

 Participation of the private sector was questioned. Jim Ditch recommended we not pursue their involvement until the Consortium is better established and funded.

          Create Legislative Affairs Task Force Lead Group to head up lobbying efforts; 

 The following individuals volunteered to sit on the Legislative Affairs lead group that will actively oversee and participate in the lobbying process:

 
Daniel Gomez – Commerce

David Reyno – Foothill

Bob Hildebrand - Gardena

Lynne Miller – LBCC

Melissa Infusino – Long Beach Transit

Marisa Yeager – Metro (MTA)

David Feinberg – Santa Monica

          Determine how to staff legislative effort, both with agency staff and with D.C. advocates.

Support from Roybal-Allard and Lewis will be key to our success. Dreier will also play an important role. After the meeting, the lead group will begin contacting Roybal-Allard, Dreier and Lewis to make formal pitches and secure their participation. Lewis is the ideal Congressional lead. At that time Consortium members will be asked to send in letters of support to their reps as well as to Long Beach Transit. (Please carbon copy Long Beach Transit, or another lead team member.) 

 

Once congressional support is in place, we will hone in on the specific funding source working with the representatives. The Lead group will travel to DC at least once.

 

Support phone calls and letters from all consortium members will be very important.

 

Legislative Affairs Task Force members were asked to:

 

·          Obtain feedback regarding the Proposed Multi-Year Appropriations Requests; and

 

·          Sign letters of support for the Consortium’s request addressed to Larry Jackson of Long Beach Transit.

