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S anta Monica ‘s Big Blue 
Bus set a new standard for 
Eco-Maintenance  facili-

ties. After nine years of planning, 
and nearly three years of design 
and construction, Santa Monica’s 
Big Blue Bus turned the key on 
its new state-of-the-art, environ-
mentally significant maintenance 
facility. The project came in un-
der budget and on time, and fea-
tures the latest in sustainable 
transit maintenance technologies. 
A dedication ceremony for the 
new facility was held on  
Wednesday September 23rd.  
This special event  featured a 
ribbon cutting by city officials, as 
well as self-guided tours of the 
facility. A large display of vin-
tage photos covering the past 80 
years of the Big Blue Bus, and a 
3-D video presentation showcas-
ing how the project was designed 
was presented. In addition , a 
variety of equipment demonstra-
tions were held during the open 
house. The new facility, which 
was financed entirely by public 

transit funds, is part of an expan-
sion project that will also include 
the demolition of the existing 40-
year-old maintenance facility and a 
reorganized, more efficient bus 
yard. The project was extensively 
planned and multi-phased so that 
daily bus operations could be main-
tained while the project was under 
construction. The total cost of this 
phase, including the demolition and 
new parking area, will be $60 mil-
lion.  
“This project has exceeded our ex-
pectations, both in its environ-
mental and functional design and in 
its overall execution,” said Santa 
Monica City Manager P. Lamont 
Ewell.  
“While the old facility has served us 
well for over 40 years, we live in a 
different world now and need a 
facility that can maintain our larger 
and more technologically diverse 
fleet, which includes many different 
types and sizes of cleaner burning 
alternative fueled vehicles,” said 
Stephanie Negriff, Director of 
Transit Services for Big Blue Bus. 

Big Blue Sets the Standard 

Mentor/Internship Program a Success  
The SCRTTC successfully com-
pleted the 2009 Mentor  Program 
with a ceremony and barbeque at 
Long Beach Transit on August 5. 
During April and May applica-
tions and interviews were con-
ducted to select  qualified stu-
dents. These students were then 
processed through an in depth 
training program starting in June 

and completing in August. This was 
a cooperative program  between 

Cerritos College, Long Beach 
College and Long Beach Tran-
sit.  One intern from Cerritos 
and one from Long Beach Col-
lege successfully completed the 
“Hands On” training  program 
and were awarded certificates. 
Congratulations to Gabrial 
Vigil from Cerritos, and Ri-
cardo Martinez from LBCC. 
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• On Nov 18th the 
SCRTTC EWD and 
Planning Committee 
meeting will precede 
the Quarterly Board 
Meeting which  is be-
ing held at the  
Gardena Municipal 
Bus Lines new facility.  

• On August 15, 2002 
the first organizational 
meeting  of the 
SCRTTC was held at 
OCTA hosted by Jim 
Ditch  and Rich Wong.  
Jim was the megaloma-
niac” with a mission 
who  organized a  
group  of community 
colleges and transit 
properties to form the 
SCRTTC. A lot has 
been accomplished in 
these seven years,  
thanks to the credit of 
Jim, the community 
colleges, the transit 
agencies and all of the 
involved   members.   

Editor: Michael Kushner 
Contact: mpkushner@scrttc.com 

Our Report Card 
FYTD 2009 

Program Highlights to Date 
Hours of Training:  16,300 

# of Students Trained: 1,299 
 

Fiscal Year 2009 
 
 

Hours of Training  
Goal: 500   Actual: 854 
# of Students Trained 
Goal: 30    Actual:  69 
Courses Developed 
Goal: 2.0  Actual  1.0 

 
Student Evaluations 

Goal:  3.00  
Actual: 3.77 

           (Four Point Scale) 

Special Points of Interests 

COPYRIGHTED © 2009—All Rights Reserved 

In Memory 
 

Jim Ditch, our 
Founding Father, 
passed away on 

9/24/09.  
 

A Scholarship Fund 
has been setup on 
his behalf. Informa-
tion is available at 
www.scrttc.com 
Click: Foundation 
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