

Meeting Minutes of the SCRTTC

Legislative Committee

Location: 
Long Beach Transit



1963 E. Anaheim Street



Long Beach, CA 90801

Place: 

Director’s Boardroom

Time: 

9:30am-11:00am

Date:

October 7, 2004

Attendees:
Dana Lee, Long Beach Transit



Brynn Kernaghan, Long Beach Transit



Manchi Yi, Montebello Bus Lines



Bob Hildebrand, Gardena Bus Lines



David Feinberg, Santa Monica’s Big Blue Bus



Jim Ditch, Long Beach Transit



Marianne Kim, Santa Monica’s Big Blue Bus



Stephanie Negriff, Santa Monica’s Big Blue Bus



Lynne Miller, Long Beach City College

I. Introductions: Stephanie Negriff of Santa Monica’s Big Blue Bus chaired the meeting, and lead off introductions.

II. Federal Update: Dana gave an update on the SCRTTC’s FY05 Appropriations request of $750,000. Congress has approved a Continuing Resolution that will extend the deadline for approval of the Appropriations bill until after the November election. The request was originally $2M, but upon the recommendation of staffers from Feinstein’s office, the request was reduced to better reflect actual and specific needs during the year.  

III. ITS America Grant: Dana continued with an update of the current grant activities of the SCRTTC, discussing the ITS America Grant. The ITS America Grant consists of $8800 for travel related expenses, and $62,000 for professional services. With these funds, SCRTTC has nearly completed Phase 1 of the work plan, which entails an inventory of current training, pre-business plan implementation. The anticipated completion date is 10/15/04. Phase 2 includes the completion of a Needs Assessment, which is scheduled for completion by 11/30/04.

IV. State Grant Application Update: Dana Lee also reported that our Community College counterparts completed and submitted the Industry Driven Regional Collaborative (IDRC) grant in September, a 100% matching grant program. The amount requested was $750,000 over two years. This particular State funding pot is one of the most competitive among community colleges’ grant programs. 

V. 2005-06 Federal Funding Strategy: 

a. DC Trip – David Feinberg discussed the need for a diverse group of community college representatives, transit agencies, and possibly union representatives when designing a trip to Washington DC in the upcoming year. The trip should not coincide with the American Public Transportation Association (APTA) Legislative Conference in March 2005, rather it should be a separate trip designed for just that specific purpose. The group felt that late January or early February would be the best time for such a trip. There was some concern over the ability of Community Colleges to ‘lobby’, but Lynne Miller shared that it was better for college representatives to information the legislators on the role of community colleges, and discuss the industry driven need for the SCRTTC. 

b. Federal Appropriations Request – The committee will work on the FY06 request after the FY05 Appropriations process has concluded, sometime after the November election. The committee discussed possibly having Dianne Feinstein as the lead sponsor for the SCRTTC request. 

c. Union Support – Stephanie Negriff shared that she has had informal conversations with the SMBBB union, and believes they would agree to write a letter in support of the SCRTTC. Brynn Kernaghan mentioned that when she and Melissa Infusino were in DC earlier this year on behalf of the SCRTTC, many legislators wondered if we had Union support, because there was already another project underway (the Community Transportation Development Center (CTDC) that was being led by the unions. Brynn shared that if we travel to DC early next year, we absolutely must have union support, letters, or representatives with us to demonstrate that support. 

d. Legislative Program Inclusion – It would be helpful to have the SCRTTC Appropriations Request included in any Legislative Programs that would advocate for funding in DC. OCTA had approached us to include the SCRTTC request in their program, which will soon be taken to their Board. We would like to see this happen with the MTA. David Feinberg reported that the MTA Government Relations was planning on writing a ‘Board Box’ (update), on the SCRTTC to be included in a future MTA Board agenda. We didn’t know if the SCRTTC was to be part of the MTA’s FY05 Legislative Program. There was an interest in working to have the Consortium included in the Mobility 21 FY05 Legislative Program. We will work with Marisa Yeager to make that happen.

VI. Next Meeting: The next meeting will be held in early December at the LBT’s Jackson Transit Facility in North Long Beach. The committee will meet at 9:30am on December 9th .
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